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Family and General Practitioner Job 
Description  

Duties and Responsibilities: 

 Provide advice to patients and members of a particular locality on issues 

related to hygiene and prevention of diseases 

 Give explanation on medical processes, prescribed treatment(s), and 

results to patients 

 Plan and carry out health-related programs in health centers and the 

community at large so as to inform people on issues like prevention of 

ailments and treatment of injuries 

 Collect and keep records of information that have to do with patients, 

such as medical history and medical results 

 Ensure proper monitoring of patients’ health condition and their 

response to treatment 

 Refer patients to specialists in the case of severe or acute ailments to 

help in treating them 

 Coordinate work with nurses, pharmacists, psychologists and other 

health care providers 

 Assist in the delivery of babies 

 Carry out surgery on patients to repair and improve the functioning of 

injured body parts of patients. 

Family and General Practitioner Requirements – Skills, Knowledge, 

and Abilities  

 Must possess good communication skill. This is necessary so that the 

doctor can fully and clearly understand the condition of his/her patient 

 Must be able to work with little or no supervision at all times 

 Must be able to show understanding and patience while dealing with 

patients 

 Possess excellent interpersonal skills. That is to say that the family 

physician must be easily approachable and friendly at all times 
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 Must have excellent decision-making and problem-solving abilities 

 Must have good coordination and organizational abilities 

 Good time management skills are a must have 

 Good reasoning ability is also required 

 Must be someone that pays attention to details at all times 

 Possess the ability to work long hours 

 A degree in medicine is a basic prerequisite 

 Must have completed family medicine internship and residency 

 Must possess all the necessary medical licenses and certification needed 

to work in a particular locality. 

 A minimum of 5 years work experience as a general practitioner. 
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